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 “Aligning our hearts with God’s heart.” 

Are my desires His desires?  Do my dreams 
align with His purposes? Does my heart 
break for what breaks His? Ah, Your will be 
done in my life Lord, that I may  

“live well.” 

The Greek word for well means nobly, 

honorably, rightly; to be winsomely attractive.  

“Jesus knew who He was, and He knew what He 
came to do.  With full understanding of the 
Father’s mission the Son came.  Jesus lived in 
complete and total submission to the Father 
throughout His life knowing that there was a 
position that He was in and a work that He was to 
complete. Oh, that we would be so committed to 
our God-given positions and tasks.  Jesus was 
secure knowing that the Father had equipped Him 
for life and for death and for resurrection.  God 
would have us to be secure in who He made us to 
be and in what He designed us to do.” 

Do you know who you are and what you are 
designed to do?   

“The bible tells us we are designed by God to 
be able to do good works.  All who are in 
Christ are given the purpose of glorifying 
God and are commissioned to preach the 
Gospel.  We are to do both things excellently 
and with fear of the Lord.” And I would add 
that no one on the planet can do what God 
wired you to do, better than you!  You are 
valuable to God and the complete focus of 

His love, long before the foundation of the 
world. (Ephesians 1:4) You are made in His 
image (Genesis 1:26), and His desire is for 
you to live your life more abundantly.   (John 
10:10) 

So, what hinders or distracts you?  Does fear 
hold you back?   Know that there is no fear 
in love and understand that His divine love 
exceeds our limited imagination. His perfect 
love drives out fear. (1 John 4:18) He is 
able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his power that 
is at work within us. You are strengthened by 
His spirit. (Ephesians 3:20-21)   So what does 
it look like to “live well?” 

 Live a life as one who has a 
relationship with Christ. Walk worthy 
of your calling. (Ephesians 4:1) 

 Cultivate a gentle, humble spirit. 
Care about the interest and well-
being of others. (Ephesians 4:2) 

 Stick together and serve one 
another, through the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, in the bond of peace.  
Spur one another on in the faith. 
(Ephesians 4:3)   

 Bring forth your gifts.  It is not what 
you take or get out of something, but 
what you bring in.  Your unique gifts 
add value to the lives of others. We 
benefit from who you are in Christ. 
(Ephesians 4:4-6) 

 Be one who loves to learn.  Grow up 
in Christ in all things. Always be 
teachable.  (Ephesians 4:16)   

 Live well and you will undoubtedly 
finish well. (2 Timothy 4:6-8) Live 
your life as one who is “winsomely 
attractive.”  



STICKS & STONES and I LOVE YOU 

 

Two years prior to the start of this new 
church plant, I was working in my guest 
room and a resonating thought came to me. 
“Gather the sticks.” I sought God for His 
wisdom and have pondered this for the past 
two years.  About two weeks ago, I knew that 
God was going to provide the fulfillment of 
what seemed like a faint but deliberate 
command.   

“Look around from where you are, north and 
south, to the east and west.  All the land that you 
see I will give to you.”  Genesis 13:14-15 

“No desire will ever be placed in you by the Holy 
Spirit unless He intends to fulfill it.” 

“Everything you comprehend through faith’s 
vision belongs to you.  All you long to be as a 
Christian, and all you long to do for God, are 
within the possibilities of faith.” 

“Accept for yourself all the promises of His Word, 
all the desires He awakens within you, and all the 
possibilities of what you could become as a 
follower of Jesus.  All the land you see is given to 
you.” 

“He who breathes heavenly hope into our hearts 
will not deceive or fail us when we press forward 
toward its realization.”   

Excerpts from “Streams in the Desert” March 26 Devotional 

There is a passage in the Old Testament that, 
as of recent, came to light.  It pertains to the 
prophet Ezekiel who was given a message 

from God for the nation, which was divided 
at the time into two kingdoms.   

Ezekiel 37:17— 17 And join them one to 
another into one stick; and they shall become 
one in your hand.   “And when the children of 
your people speak to you, saying, ‘Will you 
not show us what you mean by these?’— say 
to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD 
says: I will take Ephraim and the northern 
tribes and join them to Judah. I will make 
them one stick of wood in my hand.’ 

In a symbolic act, the prophet Ezekiel was to 
use two sticks to relay God's message to His 
people. It spoke of the reunification of the 
divided kingdoms of Judah and Israel into 
one united kingdom, under one sovereign 
King. 

With this symbolism in mind, I believe the 
same prophetic message applies to us for 
such a time as this.  “Gather the sticks.”  And 
so, I did.  Pressing forward, I set out to create 
a gathering of sorts with the church gals, 
once scattered and separated, but now 
found and reunified.  It is the fulfillment of 
God’s plans and purposes in this place going 
forward, and cause for celebration!  What 
better way to gather together than over a 
ladies’ luncheon in the month of March. 

“Celestial Celebration” - www.deborahjencsik.com 



Enter in… “the idea” 

Soup for the Group 

 
After coming across a cookbook online called 
“gather together,” by Catherine Fowler 

Sample, I was immediately intrigued. A quick 
decision to host a “Soup for the Group” 
women’s event ensued.  Without delay, it 
went right into the church bulletin.  

 

  

Soup for The Group - Women’s Gathering 

A time of fellowship, laughter, and soup! 

Saturday, March 20th @ 1:00 pm 

Right here at the Center – Please sign up! 

 

Deliberation is never an option!  Once the 
Holy Spirit awakens something in the heart, 
the only thing to do (by faith) is to “hard 
commit!”   

Subsequently, another book popped up 
called, “Stone Soup,” by Marsha Brown. It is a 

children’s classic and since with a love for 
books, both were ordered!   

 

Read the Stone Soup Story here: 

http://www.michaelppowers.com/prosperit
y/stonesoup.html 

 

This story perfectly illustrates the art of 
working together for the greater good. It 
exemplifies the beauty in sharing what we 
have. The love of giving and offering all we 
have back to God is nothing short of unifying 
and satisfying.  Wisdom is allowing God to 
employ spiritual gifts at any given time, 
which have been deposited in each one of us 
for His glory.  The spiritual gifts build up, 
encourage, and comfort the church.   

Remember how valuable you are to God and 
to each other.  Therefore, be ready. And 
when the time comes, put into practice 
fearless giving by an activated faith in what 
God shows you to do.  Time is short!  Do not 
hold back. 

“The only thing that counts is faith expressing 
itself in love toward one another.” (Galatians 5:6)      

1Peter 4:10 says, “Each has received a gift, use it 
to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace.” 

Hebrews 13:16 says, “Do not neglect to do good 
and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.” 



I LOVE YOU 
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Lastly, this message is bundled up with a 
statement about LOVE.  It is sort of where it 
began.  I write about aligning our hearts with 
God’s heart, living well, gathering as one, 
sharing gifts, loving one another, building up 
the body of Christ, all in unity with one Spirit.  

Doesn’t it always point to LOVE?   

The dictionary defines LOVE as “an intense 
feeling of deep affection.”  We need to ask 
ourselves, has our affections gone 
elsewhere?  Is Jesus still the object of our 
affections?     

What did Jesus say about love?  He 
emphatically declares this:  “LOVE the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.”  (Matthew 
22:37) “LOVE one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.”  (John 
13:34)    

12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 
humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with 
one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone 
has a complaint against another; even as Christ 
forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all 
these things put on love, which is the bond of 
perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to which also you were called in one body; 
and be thankful.  Colossians 3:12-15 

In a “random act of kindness,” I received a 
pocket mirror from a sweet lady in church 
that reads:  

 

A few days later I came across this 
devotional in David Jeremiah’s Turning Point 
publication. It’s amazing how God wove 
“Sticks & Stones and I LOVE YOU together.  

 

Energizing Love 

Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?  John 21:16 

Tony Evans wrote, “Our fundamental problem as 
Christians is not really obedience.  Our problem is 
keeping our love for Christ fervent, for love makes 
obedience a delight. A decline in obedience is the 
outgrowth of a decline in love.” 

Just before He returned to heaven, Jesus asked 
Peter three times if he loved Him. This is 
undoubtedly because Peter had earlier denied 
Jesus three times.  But the question wasn’t to 
reassure Jesus.  Jesus already knew the exact 
temperature of Peter’s love. He wanted to provide 
an opportunity for Peter to reaffirm and express his 
love.  Jesus also wanted Peter to realize that 
genuine love would propel him into his future 



ministry of feeding Jesus’ sheep and tending Jesus’ 
flock.  John 21:16-19 

“We affirm our love for Jesus by telling Him we love 
Him, and by doing what He says. Furthermore, our 
love for Jesus will spill over into our human 
relationships.  We love others because we love Him 
first.  Love is the energy of life.  It motivates us in 
our service and in our servanthood.” 

To understand how to love the Lord with all 
your heart, soul, and mind, or to even 
possess the ability to love one another, we 
must understand God’s expressed love on 
the Cross for us. 
   
Is love waning in your heart? If we are 
honest, it often does.  The remedy is to 
revisit the Cross. Why?  Because the closer I 
get to Jesus, the more I love Him and find out 
more and more about His love for me.   
 
Therefore, endeavor and determine to  
know Jesus, deeply and intimately, as we 
know the time is short. He has given us His 
all.  Let us give Him our all.  Do not be 
deceived. May He find us faithful, living 
“noble, honorable, and winsomely attractive 
lives” when He comes.  And He is coming 
soon and very soon! 
 
 

Every morning you get to choose… 
Who will you be? 

Who will you love? 
What will you change? 

And what will change you? 
 

 

 
 

At the end of a heartwarming gathering and 
celebratory day, all were gifted this lovely 
classic daily devotional called, “Streams in 
the Desert” by L. B. Cowman. (Thank you to 
my dear friend who recommended this.) 
 
 

 
 
 

Taken from an excerpt in “Streams in the 
Desert”-- 

 
 

“Just longing, dear Lord, for you, 
Jesus, beloved and true; 

Yearning and wondering when 
You’ll be coming back again, 

Under all I say and do, 
Just longing, dear Lord, for you. 

 
Some glad day, all watching past, 

You will come for me at last; 
Then I’ll see you, hear your voice, 

Be with you, with you rejoice; 
How the sweet hope thrills me through, 
Sets me longing, dear Lord, for you.” 

 

 
 

“Til We Meet Again” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Debbie Jencsik 


