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“Birchlea”  

new beginnings 
regeneration and hope 

One simple vision 

“to align our hearts 
with God’s heart” 

One simple mission 

“to live well” 

 

Did you know that the 
name “Berkeley” is 
derived from Old 
English beorce leah 
meaning birch lea? 

Berkeley or Birch Lea 
means  “birch tree 
meadow” 
*lea meaning meadow 

About the Birch Tree 

Birch- a slender, fast-
growing tree that has 
thin bark (often 
peeling) and bears 
catkins. Birch trees 
grow chiefly in north 
temperate regions, 
some reaching the 
northern limit of tree 
growth. It is referred 
to as a “pioneer tree” 
because it can start 
the colonization of 
woodlands after long 
term natural disasters.  

Birch is the symbol 
of new beginnings, 
regeneration, hope, 
new dawns and the 
promise of what is to 
come. The tree carries 
ancient wisdom and 

yet appears forever 
young.  

 

Fun fact- In Swahili, Lea 
means to raise a child, to 
rear, to care for something, 
to attend to the needs of. 

 

Isaiah 43:19  says, “For 
I am about to do 
something new. See, I 
have already begun! Do 
you not see it? I will 
make a pathway 
through the wilderness. 
I will create rivers in 
the dry wasteland.” 

 

 

 

 



‘Diamonds, Daisies, 
Snowflakes, That Girl.  
Chestnuts, Rainbows, 

Springtime… Is That Girl.  
She’s tinsel on a tree… 
She’s everything that 
every girl should be!  

Sable, Popcorn, White 
Wine, That Girl.  Gingham, 
Bluebirds, Broadway… Is 

That Girl.  She’s mine 
alone, but luckily for you… 

If you find a girl to love, 
Only one girl to love, Then 

she’ll be That Girl 
too…That Girl!”  

These are the lyrics from a 
famous 60’s and 70’s TV 
show starring Marlo 
Thomas in THAT GIRL.  “In 
the show, Marlo Thomas 
plays Ann Marie, a sassy, 
smart aspiring actress 
from upstate New York 
who moves to New York 
City to seek fame and 
fortune. The catchy theme 
song paints a picture of 
the lead character, which 
embodies “everything that 
every girl should be!”   
 
 

What picture does your 
life paint? 

 

  
 

Who are we, what do we 
embody, and why do we 

exist? 
 

Our Women’s Ministry 
endeavors to allow God to 
create something new and 
beautiful (Revelation 
21:5).  As women in the 
body of Christ, we are not 
only nurturers, but 
pioneers and trailblazers 
for God’s kingdom 
purposes. (Hebrews 12:2) 

Our mission is to “live 
well” as we grow closer to 
God and each other 
through prayer (Psalm 
141:2) and the study of His 
Word (Joshua 1:8).  Our 
hope is to reach the 
deepest needs of others 
by seeking opportunities 
to serve in love, that we 
would make a measurable 
and meaningful difference. 
(Isaiah 58:7, Luke 6:38)  

We exist to 
enthusiastically and 
passionately support one 
another, and in so doing, 

we become strengtheners 
and weight-bearers in 
God’s church, giving it 
sound structure through 
the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace 
(Colossians 3:23, 
Ephesians 4:3).   

The call is to glorify God by 
living exemplary lives with 
a “passion to know Christ, 
prioritize to live Him, and 
purpose to share Him.” 
(1Peter 2:12, 2 Corinthians 
2:14) 

Hebrews 12:2  …fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith. 

Revelation 21:5  And the 
One seated on the throne 
said, “Behold, I make all 
things new.” Then He said, 
“Write this down, for these 
words are faithful and true.” 

Psalm 141:2  Let my 
prayer be counted as 
incense before you, and the 
lifting up of my hands as 
the evening sacrifice! 

Joshua 1:8  This Book of 
the Law shall not depart 
from your mouth, but you 
shall meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be 
careful to do according to 
all that is written in it. For 
then you will make your 
way prosperous, and then 
you will have good success. 



Isaiah 58:7  Is it not to 
share your bread with the 
hungry, And that you bring 
to your house the poor who 
are cast out; When you see 
the naked, that you cover 
him, And not hide yourself 
from your own flesh? 

Luke 6:38  Give, and it will 
be given to you. Your gift 
will return to you in full. 
Good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put 
into your lap. For with the 
measure you use it will be 
measured back to you. 

Colossians 3:23  Whatever 
you do, work heartily, as for 
the Lord and not for men. 

Ephesians 4:3  Endeavoring 
to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 

1 Peter 2:12 Be careful to 
live properly among your 
unbelieving neighbors. Then 
even if they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they will see 
your honorable behavior, 
and they will give honor to 
God when he judges the 
world. 

2 Corinthians 2:14 But 
thanks be to God who 
always leads us in triumphal 
procession in Christ and 
through us spreads the 
fragrance of the knowledge 
of Him. 

Ephesians 5:2 And walk in 
love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a 

fragrant offering and 
sacrfice to God. 

  

 

 

is wearing the fragrance of 
the Lord 

  

“The beauty of fragrance is that 
it speaks to your heart and 
hopefully someone else’s.  

 

An Inspirational Story 

A Women’s Ministry Pioneer 
You Need to Know  

JANUARY 22, 2016  |  Sarah Allen  
There’s been a huge surge of 
interest in women discipling 
women in recent years. 
Books, conferences, blogs, 
and podcasts urge us to pray, 
study, organize, read, and 
counsel one another. For 
some, this seems like a new 
development. After 
all, wasn’t women’s ministry 

in the past just jam-making 
and missionary teas? 

Thankfully, that wasn’t the 
case. Aside from the many 
godly women who discipled 
younger women, there were 
those who trained and 
organized them, transforming 
whole areas by God’s grace. 
Ellen Ranyard was one of 
them. Despite 
being recognized by 
historians and sociologists, 
this extraordinary and 
visionary woman has 
largely been forgotten 
by Christians. As we reflect 
on how to minister to women 
today, we must remember 
and learn from the past. 

Deeply Devoted 
Messenger  

In many ways Ellen Ranyard 
is a mystery. No biographies 
have been devoted to her, 
and she didn’t write about 
herself, despite being a 
prolific writer. Born in 
London in 1810, she was 
raised in a non-conformist, 
middle-class home and was 
converted at the age of 16 
through the witness of a 
friend who took her to 
distribute Bibles among the 
London poor. Ellen later 
recalled, “She spoke to them, 
but the Spirit of God carried 
the message home 
to me.” Both girls caught 
typhoid on this excursion, 
and Ellen’s friend died, 
which left a great impression 
on her: “I remembered 
thinking that the Bible work 
was the one work to which I 
had been called by God, and 



to which I must keep 
faithful.” 

The full fruition of this 
calling took years, however, 
as Ellen followed a 
conventional trajectory 
first: marrying, rearing 
children (two of whom died 
in their late teens), and 
supporting others in the 
distribution of Bibles. 
Gradually, her work 
developed. First, she 
published devotional poems. 
Then she wrote a children’s 
book about Scripture and 
began editing The Bible 
Society’s journal. When she 
was nearly 50, her 
family moved back to the 
East End of London, where 
she’d grown up.  

As in London today, the rich 
lived close to areas of 
devastating and deeply 
entrenched poverty. And so it 
didn’t take long for Ellen to 
see the needs and begin 
meeting them. Nineteenth-
century literature teems with 
smart ladies, baskets on arm, 
picking their ways through 
dark and dirty streets, often 
rejected by those they sought 
to help. This was reality. 
Many well-to-do ladies 
visited and distributed 
charity; Christians took 
Bibles as well. But the very 
poor scorned the rich. They 
took the charity gladly, but 
didn’t respond to the 
Christian message. Or they 
took the Bibles but struggled 
to apply its message to their 
lives. 

With God-given perception, 
Ellen realized a new 
approach was needed: 
working-class women already 
living in these areas could be 
gospel messengers—“the 
missing link,” as Ellen put it, 
between wealthy believers 
and the struggling masses.  

Building an Army 

Marian was orphaned at the 
age of five, and suffered 
homelessness and poverty as 
she grew up. She had, 
however, been taught to 
read, and when a missionary 
gave her a Bible she put her 
trust in Christ. Marian longed 
to spread the news that saved 
her. She became Ellen’s first 
recruit in an army that would 
eventually number in the 
hundreds. 

Marian and others like her 
gained access to some of the 
most degraded homes in the 
darkest areas where the 
charitable ladies couldn’t—or 
wouldn’t—go. Four families 
lived in one room; 
drunkenness and violence 
were habitual; employment 
was irregular. Charles 
Dickens’s tales are tamer 
than the true-life stories of 
women who made a paltry 
living collecting the skins of 
dead cats or picking through 
rubbish tips for pennies. 

Ellen’s army would sell 
Bibles in installments, a 
penny a week for 24 weeks, 
and did the same with 
mattresses. They taught 
mothers to read, to make 
soup and to sew, never giving 

away anything but charging 
cost prices. And all the time, 
they would boldly speak of 
the Lord Jesus. Behind these 
women, who were paid by 
the charity Ellen established, 
were the lady 
Superintendents, often 
pastors’ wives, who would 
access funds for the worst 
cases and give direction, 
training, and Bible teaching.   

Ellen’s Best Tool 

Rising at 5:00 a.m. every 
morning to pray before 
immersing herself in the 
detailed administration of her 
growing organization, the pen 
was Ellen’s best tool. 
Through writing letters, 
articles, and books she 
relentlessly promoted the 
work, writing not about 
herself (she often used the 
initials L. N. R. rather than 
her name) but about the 
workers and those they 
helped. Her descriptive 
writing is energetic and 
engaging, full of pathos and 
clarity.  

Ellen’s stories were useful 
not only to raise funds 
and motivate others to 
service, but to demonstrate 
God’s grace. The poor 
women who responded to the 
gospel and patiently endured 
the trials of their chaotic lives 
became examples to middle-
class readers. While Ellen’s 
sentimental stories are often 
culture-bound and classist, 
there’s much we can apply 
today: the example of women 
evangelizing and teaching 
others; seeing women not as 



victims but as responsible 
agents; the bold application 
of Scripture for comfort, 
warning, and direction in all 
circumstances; and 
encountering lives redeemed 
by the gospel. 

Trailblazing Woman 

The charity grew and was 
duplicated in other British 
cities, as well as overseas. A 
nursing branch with its own 
training school, which lasted 
well into the 20th century, 
was established. Through it 
all, Ellen’s mission remained: 
to see women equipped to 
minister to women, working 
with local church leaders and 
other parachurch 
organizations to advance 
God’s kingdom through the 
faithful presentation of God’s 
Word. In a time before the 
word “complementarian” was 
coined, Ellen lived it. 

Women converted through 
the organization quickly 
became involved in hosting 
prayer meetings and sharing 
with others. They joined local 
churches and began teaching 
the gospel to their kids and 
witnessing to their husbands. 
Quoting Ellen Mason in 
her preface to Civilizing 
Mountain Men, 
Ranyard writes: “If you 
would have (a country) 
redeemed to the Lord . . . 
send women to women and 
let her teach the ABCs of 
Christianity, which is 
mother’s work the world 
over.” 

At a time when Protestant 
churches didn’t employ 
female workers, and ministry 
to women tended to occur in 
formal Sunday school-type 
settings, Ellen’s work was 
trailblazing. Others like Amy 
Carmichael followed her 
pattern, and lives were 
changed the world over. I 
love that this older woman, 
who had suffered her own 
tragedies, was used by God to 
create something new and 
beautiful. Ellen Ranyard 
didn’t dominate the work, but 
equipped others to serve, not 
seeking her own glory, but 
Christ’s. We must remember 
and learn from her devotion 
and ambition, her 
commitment to the share the 
gospel and serve the needy, 
and her willingness to work 
with people unlike her and 
not be known herself. 

“The Bible richly 
affirms the dignity 
and value of women, 
and many of its 
characters provide 
us with spiritual 
insights and lessons 
through their lives.”  

 

Mary Magdalene 

“Mary Magdalene was the 
most important woman 
disciple in the movement of 
Jesus and continues to be one 
of the most mysterious and 

controversial figures in 
religious history. She has been 
portrayed throughout the 
centuries in a number of ways, 
being considered as loose, 
Christ's wife, wealthy, a chief 
disciple, adulterer and a 
feminist icon among other 
descriptions. Many popular 
depictions of Mary Magdalene 
don't do her story justice or 
speak her truth as a true 
disciple of Christ. Though she 
has been reinterpreted over 
and over again, she remains a 
potent and mysterious figure. 
When Mary and the other 
women, along with the twelve 
joined Jesus, they were taking 
a serious risk. Jesus was 
spurred into action after the 
arrest of John the Baptist. 
Much of John the Baptist's 
ministry took place on the 
east bank of the Jordan in 
Herod's territory of Parea. 
When John was imprisoned, 
Jesus took up his ministry in 
Herod's territory of Galilee 
which was viewed by Herod, 
not only as a challenge but 
also a threat. Despite the risk, 
Mary Magdalene was 
committed to Jesus' ministry.” 

Dear Ones, 

 
Love Always in Him, 

Debbie Jencsik 

   


